Our Ref; JT/Tf/«Reg»
9 October 2018
Parent/Carer of «Forename» «Surname»
«HouseName»
«HouseNumber» «Street»
«District»
«Town»
«Postcode»

Dear «Parental_Salutation»
Mobile Phone Policy – October 2018
All academy policies are reviewed and updated on a regular basis. As part of our
schedule, the Mobile Phone Policy has recently been updated and adopted by our
Governing Body on 2 October 2018.
As you are aware, many schools in NELC, and indeed the UK have a blanket ban on
all mobile phones and electronic devices within their academies. You may also seen
in the summer that the French government have banned all mobile phones in
France, with the Danish government also apparently going in the same direction.
Whilst we feel that mobile phones are very useful for students’ safety travelling to
and from the academy, we have updated our policy (see overleaf), particularly with
regard to GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations). In summary the policy
states that mobile phones must NOT be visible on site and must not be used for any
reason whilst on the academy premises. They must be switched off and placed in
bags at all times. If a student needs to contact home, they must do so via their
Pastoral Managers or the admin team. The academy accepts no responsibility
whatsoever for loss, damage or theft of mobile phones brought into the academy.
Please see overleaf, the policy in full, which is also available on our website
www.beaconacademy.co.uk/information/policies.
I welcome your feedback and if you do have any comments, please email
office@beaconacademy.co.uk with your views.
Thank you once again for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

J Thurley
Headteacher
…………/

This policy sets out rules for using mobile phones and electronic devices and the
action taken in case of misuse.
Beacon Academy recognises that mobile use is appropriate before and after school
supporting students to get to and from the academy safely.
Beacon Academy does not accept any responsibility in the event that mobile phones
and electronic devices are lost, damaged or stolen.
Mobile phones are permitted in school but must be switched off at all times. The use
of mobile phones and electronic devices for any reason is not permitted on the
academy site.
If students need to contact home for any reason during the academy day, they must
report to the Pastoral Manager in the designated ‘Hub’ or the Pastoral Leader (Mrs
Kinnaird) who will contact home.
There may be occasions when staff will give special permission for mobile phone to
be used in class as part of learning and teaching; in this event the students must
complete the learning task only.
It is considered a serious misuse of a mobile phone to record staff or other students
in the Academy without their permission, an appropriate sanction will be imposed.
Any breach of the mobile phone policy outlined above, will be dealt with as follows:


Confiscation of the mobile phone by a member of staff. The mobile phones
can be collected from the Pastoral Manager at the end of the academy day.



If a student refuses to follow the instruction of a member of staff. The student
will receive a sanction of defiance of a member of staff.

When a member of staff confiscates a mobile phone it will be taken to the hub
manager, placed in a sealed labelled envelope. The student’s name and year group
must be included on the envelope. This should be completed before the end of the
school day and followed up with a phone call home. When the policy is regularly
breached, the Academy reserves the right to ask a parent to come into the academy
for a meeting.
Social media use or texting during the academy day is not permitted and an
appropriate sanction will be applied.
Advice to Staff
Do not agree to allow students to photograph you with a camera phone.
If you are subject to any form of harassment from students by the use of a camera
mobile phone you should contact the pastoral team.

